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rld War II. 


Destroyer O’Bannon Had Full Career 
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The destroyer O’Bannon, named for a Virginia-born hero of the war with Tripoli, saw heavy te . Ww 
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- attached to the frigate President 
“aboard the Argus, O*’Bannon led 


By Hiram M. Smith, Jr. 


lg is the policy of the Navy: 
to name destroyers for per 
sons of the Navy, Coast Guard 
and Marine Corps who have ren- 
dered service to their country. 
In accordance with this policy, 
the 2,050-ton Fletcher-class de- 
stroyer O’Bannon was named for 
Lieutenant Presley Neville 
.O’Bannon, who was born in Fau- 
quier County in 1784. 

The man who gave his name 
to this ship—which had as gal- 
jJant and as colorful a career 
fas any serving in the Pacific— 
was an_ officer in the newly 
formed Marine Corps. He served 
during the war with Tripoli, in 
the early part of the last cen- 
tury. f 





O'Bannon was aboard the fri- | 


gate Adams in 1802 and 1803, 
and for the next three years was 
and the brig Argus.’ While 
‘a small landing party to storm 
enemy works at Derne, in North 
Africa. This detachment left 
Alexandria, Egypt, and marched 
600 miles to come before these 
works on April 26, 1805. Next 
day, gunfire from our ships Hor- , 
net, Argus and Nautilus sup- 


ported the assault and O’Ban- | 


non’s force stormed them suc- 


‘cessfully that afternoon. The | 


Tripolitan flag came down and, 
for the first time in history, the 
‘Stripes flew over an 
retired from the 
ch 6, 1807, and his re- | 
e in Frankfort, Ky. — 









Lt. Presley N. O’Bannon 
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” Destroyer’s Career 
: J 


Christened by a great-great- . 
grandniece of O'Bannon, June 26 
of the same year, the destroyer — 
nafged for, him, slid down’ the « 
ways at Bath, Maine, in Febru- 
ary, 1942. Mounting nine five- 
inch guns, eight torpedo tubes, 


and an array of 20- and 40-milli- 


meter antiaircraft guns, cruising | 
at 35 knots, and carrying a com- 
plement of more than’325 officers | 
and men, her commissioning pen- 

nant was run up under Lieuten- aI 
ant-Commander Edwin R. Wil- | 


|.-kinson. 


‘At this time three-fourths of 
her enlisted complement and sev- 


_eral of her officers had seen no 


sea duty. The Japanese had just 
been checked at Midway, their 
first decisive defeat in 350 years, 


but we had suffered losses also 
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and their next move was a mat- 
ter of anxious conjecture. All” 


fleet units were urgently needed 
and O’Bannon was to acquire her | 


combat experience quickly. ] 
The ship proceeded to the Solo- 

mon Islands area, after fitting — 

out and shakedown, to engage in 


~ eonvoying, patrolling and shell- 


ing shore installations. American 
ships were then attempting .to 
intercept and destroy the force of 
enemy ships known as the 
tokyo * Express,” which was 
making almost nightly runs 
through “The Slot,” a stretch of 
jsland-bound water through the 
center of the Solomon group. 
The purpose. of the Japs was to 
reinforce and supply positions on 
Guadalcanal, to threaten our 
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- weak footholds. and to attack or 


tie up our naval units, 


© ‘canal. 
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The enemy was brought to ac- 


Te 


tion the night of November 12-13 


t 


ted with hits on other units| 
; our aircra t and surface | 


orcements troyed with 
Hiyei. - \ 








at 
scattered, and many went ashore 
on the Japanese-held island of 
Vella Lavella. On July 26 the | 
non was one of a force — 
cevering operations in which 175 + 


of her courageous: aid 


- to the stricken cruiser. 


“The Genre the sige ae 
“The aress” the night) lv 
12-13 and, with her task group, 
inflicted such damage that 
American landings on pf i 
Georgia were not threatened and — 
the Japanese could no longer use, . 
the Kula Gulf route to supply 

arrisons at Vila and Munda. — 
thie 4 Ana fot her Medea 
‘were crediteq with substantially 
aiding the sinking of. the light 
cruiser Jentsu, 

At Vella Gulf 

North of Vella Gulf. ht 
of August 17-18, the Oban 
with three other destroyers, _en- 
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